DAY-LABORER CENTER

Controversy Moves to Md.

Gaithersburg Officials Undeterred by Herndon Election Outcome

By Nawey Tazjos
Washington Fost Staff Friter

The electoral defeat of three
Herndon politicians who supported
a day-laborer center was perceived
nationally as a warning to other
clected officials. But in Gaithers-
barg, about 30 miles away, City
Council members said they won't
be deterred from opening their own

ity
Anti-llegakimmigration groups
were emboldened by the outcome
of l-lsrndon’s election. Some local
activists said they saw Gaithers
burg as a fertile battle ground to
continue their fight againsl such
centers, which seek to help im-
migrants -— some of wherm are ille-
gal — find jobs,

“Tdon't respond to intimidation,”
City Council member Stanley 1. Al
ster said, “We try to do the right
thing, I try to do the right thing.”

Yet even as politicians in Mont-
gomery County promise to stand
their ground, they have taken note
of what happened in Herndon.

“I belfieve that peopls in the com-
munity are very concerned on both
sides of the issue, and that's some-
lhmgﬂiemaymandcoﬁﬂefﬁm—
thersburg need to discuss,” Mayor
Sidney A. Katz said.

On May 2, voters in Herndon un-
seated one-term Mayor Michael L.
O'Reilly and two Town Council
members who

replaced by challengers who have
proposed banning the use of taxpay-
er money for the facility. In addi-
tiom, the conservative group Judi-
cial Watch has sued Herndon over
its decision Lo open a center,
“Hopefully, the Herndon exam-
plemﬂmafewheﬂni‘ncmnmm-
uesthatmmmheahulehardewt

The head of the recenthy formed
branch of the Minuteman
Project said he has recruited about
100 members to patrol two other

bers who support the centers.
There is no election in Gaithers
burg this vear, but there are County
Council and execotive races. The
County Council would have to ap-
prove funding for the new center.
“If there's anyone who supports
this day-]n.borer center using tax-
payers’ money, we will um
them,"” Stephen Schreiman,
tor of the Maryland Minutemen,
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“1 don't respand to intimidation,”
Gaithershorg City Council member
Stanley . Alster said.

missed such threats. Montgomery
mﬂswbenilbmlwmty th!)‘
mkegim:dDmmﬂs
ber Republicans 2 to L e!.ndltsth—
verse: 27 percent of its nearly
900,000 residents are foreign-born,
according to the 2000 Census,
“I think they'll find their posi-
tions have no traction in Mont-
gomery County,” said  County
Council member Tom Perez (D-

" Silver Spring), wh is considering a

bid for state Attorney General.

‘Hmdmlsasagmﬁcmﬁydﬂer
ent commumity,” said County Coun-
cil President George L. Leventhal
(D-At Large), who is running for re-

“Most voters in Mont-
gomery Cmni‘;h‘h‘clongagocm
to terms with the fact that our dem-
ographics are changing and people
are coming Lo our county.”

The County Council has pashed
for a day-laborer center in Gaithers-
barg for more than two years and
has tentatively budgeted about
$120,000 in operating costs for it.
City officials foumd a budlding and
were to open the center last
fall, but they reversed course be
canse of residents’ opposition. They
formed a tagk force to make recom-
mendations on how to deal with the
dozens of men who gathered each
morning at a parking lot next to
GramUmtszeﬂzmﬂstUmrchm

The City Council decided earbier
this month to move ahead with
plans for the center and now has
turned ifs attention to the details of
the project, which are also cansing s
stir.

At issue is whether CASA of
Maryland, a nonprofit organization
that has recently plaved a large role
in organizing prodmumigration ral
Ties, should manage the center. CA-
SA alresdy runs two centers for the
cmut)'m&l\rerspﬂngandw;z

‘The group has become 4 major
player in immigration policies in
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theoomty:\.sMonlgmnmj’sim
increased,

ant population has
-il?ﬂstmdwm%mmp;wﬂc
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Budget on Thursday.

But its critics say the 21-year-old
srmmhamnnmpdjmﬂyw

"I'Imarenunmsthntms.*&
has teo many other conflicting ac-
tivities, and they're not in the best
interest of the people and the coun-
tyorwmtupmplelheym

said.
As a tesult, the City Council has
decided to ask the comnty to seek
Tids for the contract to run the new
cemter. That would depart from the
county mment’s history of giv-
ing contracts to run its cen-
mmhwtablddingpmms.
resident Prentiss
be.'uiea. who has opposed pul-lkls
the center near a
ﬁauihurmcmmnsaboutcm
“They've got a national agenda ”
ke said, “T think they're a dividing
force right now. If you go in and
{dentify a different group to run it, T
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the county. As Montgomery's im-
migrant population has increased,
- it has turned to CASA to provide
such services as English and com-
puter courses and health care. Dun-
can included $2 million for a wide
range of CASA programs in his rec-
ommended fiscal 2007 budget. CA-
SA has asked the County Council
for $700,000 more in community
grants. The council will vote on the
budget on Thursday.

But its critics say the 21-year-old
group has become too politically ac-
tive,

“There are concerns that CASA
has too many other conflicting ac-
tivities, and they're not in the best
interest of the people and the coun-
ty or even the people they serve,”
City Council member Michael A.
Sesma sai

said.

As a result, the City Council has
decided to ask the county to seek
bids for the contract to run the new
center, That would depart from the
county government’s history of giv-
ing CASA contracts to run its cen-
ters without a bidding process.

Gaithersburg resident Prentiss
Searles, who has opposed putting

think you'll get a lot of support from
people.”

Gusixvo'l‘urres,exemﬁwditec-
tor of CASA, said the group will
probably enter the competition for

the center near a residential area,
said he has concerns about CASA.

the contract to run the center but
;wi]l_not change the way it conducts

“They've got a nat 1 da *
he said. “I think they're a dividing
force right now. If you go in and.
identify a different group to run it, 1

. “We are an organization that pro-
vides high-quality services and ad-
vocacy for our community,” he said.
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Jeff Talley of Sterling and other Minuteman Project members fought a day-laborer center in Herndon last year.

County Council ik say
they have received dozens of e-mail
demands to stop financing CASA's
activities, partly fueled by conserva-

“We don’t limit people’s political
rights as a condition of accepting
county funding,” said County Coun-
cil member Phil Andrews (D-Gai-

ir homes
and an elementary school. City offi-
cials are now searching for another
location, the Associated Press re-
ported yesterday.



